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CHIEF KENAHAN: The time is 10:24 a.m., 
and this is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan 


of the New York City department Safety 


Battalion. I'm conducting an interview with 


Kevin McGovern, firefighter first from 


Engine 53, in the quarters of Engine 53. 

QO. Kevin, please tell us the events of 
September 11th as you remember them. 

A. I was working my second day tour. We 
were in the kitchen, and we saw the first plane, 
watching TV. Of course the news came on that a 
plane had hit one of the towers of the World 
Trade Center. So we were watching TV, monitoring 
the radio. 


Then there was another explosion in the 


other tower. That's when we got called down 


there. It was the second fifth alarm when the 


second plane hit, and we got sent down to the 


Trade Center. We were assigned to tower two, 


which was the south tower of the World Trade 


Center. 


We got down there pretty fast. It must 


have taken only ten minutes to get there. Once 


we got to the West Side Highway, it was kind of 
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empty and we just flew right down there. We 
parked the rig on West Street approximately 
between Murray and Vesey. 

Then we walked down to where the 
command post was set up, which was in front of an 
underground garage entrance in front of Two World 
Financial Center. So we reported in to the 
command post on West Street and kind of just 
waited there, awaiting our orders. 


We were just standing there watching 


people jump out of the -- we were opposite the 
north tower, so we just kind of stood there. 
There was a lot of jumpers coming from the north 


tower on the West Street side. 


I really don't know how long we were 
there, maybe ten minutes. To be honest with you, 
I couldn't even recall what other companies were 


around us, but there were several other companies 


with us, mostly engine companies. 


With all the jumpers and stuff, I just 
put my head down and stopped watching the 
jumpers. I waited there, waiting to see what 
they were going to do with us. 


A chief came over to my lieutenant, 
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Lieutenant Dorritie, and told us to move some 


rigs to make a lane for ambulances coming south 


on West Street. He wanted us to go back north on 


West Street, back towards where we had our rigs, 


and just ensure that there was a lane for 


ambulances to get down West Street. 

So he said leave all our equipment 
there at the command post, which we did. We left 
our hoses, took our masks off, and walked north 


on West Street. We only had needed to move I 


think two rigs, because they were blocking the 


lane. It really didn't take long. It took maybe 


15 minutes to take care of that. We made the 


lane for the ambulances, and then we headed back 

towards the command post. 
We were walking south on West Street 

back to the command post. Like I said, I had my 


head down again. All of a sudden I heard like a 


tremendous thunder. I looked up, and all of a 


sudden people were just running towards me. I 
looked up and, sure enough, the south tower was 
collapsing. It was like a big, huge wave coming 
at us. 


At this point we were right before the 
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command post. I was only a few yards in front of 


the command post, but there was a fence between 


the area for the Winter Garden atrium and where 


the command post was. Lieutenant Dorritie was in 


front of me and two firefighters, Firefighter 


Cachia and Firefighter Giaconelli, were in front 


of me. Two other firefighters from my company 


were behind me, Firefighter Catalano and 
Firefighter Schofield. They were two new guys on 
rotation in the firehouse. 

When I saw the thing collapse and 


people running towards me, I just turned and 


looked for the quickest place to get cover. 


Initially I thought of ducking under the 


pedestrian bridge that goes over West Street on 


the north side, but I decided that wasn't going 


to be safe. 

So I just ran right into the Winter 
Garden atrium. A lot of people were running in 
that way. So I kind of just ran in there. I ran 
inside and realized it was an atrium, so I had to 
get out of there in case some debris had come 
through the atrium. 


So we went through the atrium and made 
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a right, once we got inside which there was -- so 


now we're heading north within this building. 


There was an exit that led out to Vesey Street. 


q 


This is where I ran into Firefighter Catalano, 


who is one of the guys that was walking behind 


me, and I was asking him did he s Firefighter 
Schofield. He said no. I was worried about 
Schofield. 


We came out onto Vesey Street, and we 
were walking around Vesey Street. A bunch of 
other firemen, a bunch of civilians had gone the 
same route, through the Winter Garden and made a 


right and north onto Vesey Street. 


So there were a bunch of ambulances 
lined up on Vesey Street, and me and Mike were 
walking west of Vesey, away from the cloud on 
West Street, and we noticed Schofield in one of 
the ambulances. 

We found out how he was doing. He was 
hyperventilating. He was taking oxygen inside 
the ambulance. We stayed with him for a while, 


made sure he was all right. He said he was 


feeling better after he took some oxygen. H 


said he was going to come with us. So he got out 


of the ambul 


Vesey. 
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ance and walked with us 


We came out onto North En 


Here I ran i 


nto another fireman tha 


in soot, and we stayed with him. 4H 


on I guess the dust and stuff. He 


like a cat with a hairball. He was 


to get the s 
stayed with 


He was abl 


tuff out, clear his own 


him and was encouraging 


to get some air, he was 


he was trying to get this stuff out 


throat. 


west on 


d Avenue. 

t was covered 

e was choking 

almost sounded 


just trying 


throat. I 
him to cough. 
saying, but 


of his 


We stayed with him, and we led him to 


an ambulance on North End Avenue. 


try and get 


some oxygen. We kind o 


with an ambulance on North End Aven 


There was another ambulan 


There was an 


EMT inside the ambulan 


was really kind of freaking out. S$ 


emotional. 
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made sure she got some oxygen. 
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back down West Street, approach it from the 


north. So we went up North End Avenue and made a 


right on Murray street. 


I was with the two rotation guys, Mike 


Catalano and Dan Schofield. They were pretty 


shook up. Dan was still kind of breathing heavy 


and hyperventilating a little bit. He said he 


needed to call his wife. He called his wife. We 
ended up near Stuyvesant High School. I think 
that's on Murray Street. So he made a call. 


I said, "Okay, I'm going to go back 


down." They were kind of hesitant, so I said, 


"Look, you guys stay up here at Stuyvesant High 


School. I'm going to head back down." 


I started walking south on West Street 


again. I probably got just before Vesey Street 
when the north tower collapsed. Again, I just 
turned around and looked to see a place where I 
could get some cover. There was a big open lot 
between Murray and Vesey, so that was all wide 
open. 

So I ran north back up towards 


Stuyvesant High School. Basically I got to the 


high school just as the cloud hit. I went inside 
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the high school. I was in there only about a 


minute, kind of let the cloud pass 


a minute. 


, gave it about 


I didn't run into the two firemen, 


Catalano and Schofield, again. I assumed they 


were safe inside the high school, Stuyvesant High 


School, because that's where I had 


left them, 


right outside. I just assumed they got some 


cover inside, which they did, I found out later. 


So I stayed in the high school about a 


minute, let the cloud pass, the initial cloud. I 


left the high school. I went back 


onto West 


Street, started walking south again. There was a 


big cloud out there. Everything was covered in 


dust. I just headed south on West 


Street again 


through all this debris, past all 
just made my way south again back 


site, back towards the Trade Cent 


There wasn't really a lo 


around. It was kind of eerie. Tt 


the rigs. I 


towards the 


t of people 


was almost 


like a ghost town with the cloud and everything. 


I guess I got to Vesey Street and I ran into some 


other guys. I ran into a guy from 


43 Truck. He 


said that he had seen my lieutenant on Vesey, 
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towards the water, towards North End Avenue. 


So I walked up there. I wanted to let 


my officer know. We had tried earlier to get 


through on the radio to notify my officer that we 


were all together, me and the two other guys, and 


that we were safe up on North End Avenue, but we 
couldn't get through. 

Like I said, one of the guys from 43 
Truck said my officer was out on Vesey Street. 
Somebody had to move that rig, which was actually 


a pretty good move. From where the rig was on 


West Street, somebody had taken it down Vesey all 
the way down to the water. 

Q. That was your rig? 

A. Yeah, our rig. 


By the time I got down there, I looked 


for my officer, who I ended up running into, to 
let him know we were all safe. I let him know 
the two other guys were up by Stuyvesant High 
School, they were okay. So we regrouped by where 
our rig was, by the water on Vesey Street. 


I think it was the marine unit, 


Firefighter, that had pulled up to a pier there 


and stretched a line to feed our rig with water. 
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So we regrouped ther 


I think at that point -- a lot of this 
is murky. Sometimes I think I don't know what 
came first. I think at that point we went up 


North End Avenue. We went up to Stuyvesant High 


School to hook up with the two other guys. 


That's basically where a staging area was 


starting to form up there, on West Street. 


So myself, the lieutenant, the two 


other guys that the lieutenant was with, I had 


found out that they had ran through the garage 


where the command post was. Since we were 


walking behind them, our quickest route was to 
run through the Winter Garden. So we got 


separated that way. 


Like I said, there was this fence there 


between the Winter Garden and where the garage 
was. They were south of the fence, so they ran 
through the garage. We were north of the fence, 
so our best route was through the Winter Garden. 
That's how we got separated. 


As I said, I regrouped with the 


lieutenant and the two guys that ran through the 


garage on Vesey near where our rig was. We 
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walked up to Stuyvesant, hooked up with the other 


guys, stayed at the staging area for a while. 


Basically we just worked our way south 


again on West Street. I think we went back to 


the rig once and then we walked over to the site 


and started a search at that point. 
We were searching around the debris 


field that ended up on West Street opposite the 


north tower. We were searching around in there. 


At that time Seven World Trade Center was burning 


and was in danger of collapsing. After a while 


the lieutenant said, "Let's move, let's get out 


of here, let's take a break." 


Actually I think at that point just as 
we were leaving, guys -- I don't know who it was. 


I guess it was a chief was saying clear the area, 


because they were worried about number Seven 
World Trade Center coming down and burying guys 
who were digging. 


So we basically went back to the rig, 


because they were clearing that area out. It 
took about three hours for Seven World Trade 
Center to actually come down. So we were off to 


the side. 
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There was a whole bunch of firemen on 
Vesey Street, and that's where we were, on Vesey, 
just waiting to go back in and start searching 
again. But that didn't come for a few hours. It 
didn't come until after Seven World Trade Center 
had come down. 

Then we went back, did a little more 
searching, and then we ended up taking up. I 
think we took up around 9, 9:30 at night and 
caught a ride back to the firehouse. 

Q. Did you hear any maydays before the 


collapse or right after the collapse, either 


collapse? 


A. Not really. I didn't have a radio. 
Like I said, everything was kind of foggy. It 
was kind of a weird scene. So there may have 
been maydays. Probably not having a radio I 
didn't take notice of them. I didn't hear any 


radio traffic at all, basically. 


Q. Is there anything else? 


A. No, that's it. 


CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 10:42, 


and this concludes the interview. 


